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American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
Lee County, Illinois 
Aug 11, 2022 at 9:00 AM CDT 
Old Lee County Courthouse, Third Floor, 112 E 2nd St, Dixon, IL 61021 

 

I. Call to Order  

The American Rescue Plan Act (ARPA) Committee Meeting was called to order at 9:00 
a.m., by Chair Bob Olson. 

II. Roll Call - Board Members - Bob Olson, Chair, Jim Schielein, John Nicholson, Chris 
Norberg, Rick Humphrey, and Tim Bivins  
 

Rick Humphrey attended via Zoom video conferencing. All other Board Members were 
present in person. 

III. Committee Members - John Simonton, Kevin Lalley, Charley Boonstra, Sara Leisner, Patty 
Rudolphi, Paul Rudolphi, Wendy Ryerson  
 

John Simonton and Charley Boonstra were absent. All other committee members were 
present in person. 
Also present: Lirim Mimini (Board Member), Dave Anderson (County Engineer and 
Highway Department), and Becky Brenner (Board Secretary) attended in person. Kasey 
Considine (Board Member) attending via Zoom video conferencing. 
 

IV. Approval of Minutes (July 7, 2022)                                                                                                                                                            
The minutes from the July 7, 2022, American Resucue Plan Act (ARPA) Committee 
Meeting were approved as presented without modification.  

V. Visitors  

Josh Tucker (Dixon Rural Fire Department Firefighter)(9:00-9:51), Jason Hemmer (9:00-
9:51)(Dixon Rural Fire Department Firefighter), Dustin Dalstrum (Captain at Dixon Rural 
Fire Department)(9:00-9:51), Ryan Buskohl (Fire Chief, Dixon, City Fire 
Department)(9:00-9:51), and Duane Lone (Dixon Park District Director).  

VI. Old Business - No old business items  

VII. New Business  

A. PowerPoint Presentation  

 
 

https://www.passageways.com/
https://app.onboardmeetings.com/220bf3328e474e939ac789d4db608f4f-1101/meetingDetail/ec693cf891a445d5b718dc8b3ee92666-1101
https://app.onboardmeetings.com/220bf3328e474e939ac789d4db608f4f-1101/meetingDetail/ec693cf891a445d5b718dc8b3ee92666-1101
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Sara Leisner walked the committee through the monthly PowerPoint 
presentation. The presentation will be included as an attachment to the minutes 
and included in the August County Board agenda packet.  

B. Review of Funds Allocated/Obligated and Funds Remaining  

This information was covered in the PowerPoint presentation. The presentation 
will be attached to the minutes and included in the August County Board agenda 
packet.  

C. Additional Community Service Program Applications - ACTION ITEM  

1. Teen Turf Application  

Teen Turf in Amboy requested $10,000 in funding to help purchase a 
vehicle enclosure for the Teen Turf van so the garage could be used for 
storage.  
 

Motion to move the Teen Turf request for $10,000 to the Finance 
Committee for approval. Moved by Jim Schielein. Second by Tim Bivins. 
Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  

2. Green River Saddle Club Application  

The Green River Saddle Club requested $10,000 for required safety 
improvements to the their facility and assistance with utilities and 
operating costs. 
 

Motion to move the Green River Saddle Club request for $10,000 to the 
Finance Committee for approval. Moved by Tim Bivins. Second by John 
Nicholson. Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  

D. Funding for Courts Building (Addition) Boiler Replacement - ACTION ITEM  

1. BAR - Courts Building (Addition) Boiler Funding Request  

Wendy Ryerson explained that the Courts Building (addition) boiler 
project had been approved in the March 2022 County Board Meeting for 
$209,800. However, there was no record/paper trail that specified it was 
to be funded out of ARPA. The topic is appearing on the agenda to 
identify the funding source.  
 

Motion to approve the $209,800 Courts Building (Addition) Boiler request 
expenditure and move to the Finance Committee for approval out of 
ARPA Capital. Moved by Jim Schielein. Second by Chris Norberg. Motion 
passed unanimously by voice vote.  

E. Revision of Costs: Centralization of IT Services - ACTION ITEM  

https://www.passageways.com/
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1. BAR - Centralization of IT Services  

Wendy Ryerson explained that in April of 2022 the concept of centralizing 
all IT resources in on location was presented to the County Board and the 
Board approved a cost of $26,494. At the time this project was approved, 
the Board was made aware that there would be additional, unknown 
costs for electrical and cooling work. The electrical and cooling part of the 
project was completed at a cost of $21,278.71. The question before the 
committee: did they want to fund the additional costs through the ARPA 
Capital funds? (Note: the additional expense of $21,278.71 was not 
included in the balance information presented earlier in the PowerPoint 
presentation).  
 

Motion to approve the additional electrical and cooling cost of 
$21,278.71 from ARPA Capital, for the Centralization of IT Services project 
and move to the Finance Committee for approval. Moved by Chris 
Norberg. Second by Tim Bivins. Motion moved unanimously by voice 
vote.  

F. Community Service Program - 1st Quarter Reporting/Review  

This information was included in the PowerPoint presentation and will be 
attached to the minutes and included in the August County Board agenda packet.  

G. General ARPA Requests - ACTION ITEM  

Sara Leisner walked the committee through the list of requestors and requests 
that had not been approved. (This list is attached to the minutes). The goal of the 
committee, before the end of the meeting, was to allocate the remaining 
$589,589. The members agreed to pick two requests. The requests with the most 
votes would be addressed with a funding amount and the process would 
continue until the funds had all been allocated. The process is recorded below 
along with the motions 
Round 1: 

• Chris Norberg - Highway Department Projects and Fire Departments 
• Bob Olson - Fire Departments and Highway Department Road and Bridge 

Project 
• Tim Bivins - Fire Departments and 4H 
• John Nicholson - Fire Departments and LOTS 
• Jim Schielein - 4H and Kreider  
• Rick Humphrey - Highway Department Bridge Project and 4H  

https://www.passageways.com/
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With the Fire Departments receiving four (4) votes - Motion to fund, from the 
ARPA general fund, the following fire departments with $10,000 each and move 
to the Finance Committee for approval: Dixon Rural, Dixon City, Amboy, Franklin 
Grove, Ashton, West Brooklyn, Compton, Sublette, Paw Paw, and Harmon. 
Moved by Chris Norberg. Second by Tim Bivins. Motion passes five (5) in favor, 
one (1) opposed.  
 
Round 2: Because the second priority in round 1 was a tie, a second vote was 
taken to determine the highest priority between the Highway Department and 
4H. 

• Chris Norberg - Highway Department  
• Bob Olson - Abstained  
• Tim Bivins - 4H 
• John Nicholson - 4H 
• Jim Schielein - 4H 
• Rick Humphrey - Highway Bridge Project 

With 4H receiving three (3) votes - Motion to move $100,000 from the 
Community Service Program category to the ARPA general fund, to fund the Lee 
County Fairgrounds 4H project and move to the Finance Committee for approval. 
Moved by Chris Norberg. Second by Tim Bivins. Motion passed unanimously by 
voice vote.  
 

***The committee took a short break at 9:49 a.m. - 9:53 a.m. 
 

Round 2A: As the second part of the tie in Round 2: Motion to approve $250,000 
out of the ARPA general fund to fund the Highway Department request for the 
Concrete Box Culvert Replacement Project in West Brooklyn and move to the 
Finance Committee for approval. Moved by Jim Schielein. Second by Chris 
Norberg. Motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 

Motion to fund the remaining balance of the Lee County Fairgrounds 4H project 
in the amount of $136,000. Moved by John Nicholson. Second by Tim Bivins. Roll 
call vote: Bob Olson - Yes, Jim Schielein - Yes, John Nicholson - Yes, Chris Norberg 
- No, Rick Humphrey - Yes, Tim Bivins - Yes. Motion passes five (5) in favor, one 
(1) opposed.  
Round 3: 

• Chris Norberg - Kreider Golf Course 
• Bob Olson - Kreider Golf Course  
• Tim Bivins - Kreider Golf Course 
• John Nicholson - LOTS 

https://www.passageways.com/
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• Jim Schielein - Kreider Golf Course  
• Rick Humphrey - Abstain  

Motion to approve $99,589, with funds spent by 2026, for the Kreider Golf 
Course Irrigation System and move to the Finance Committee for approval. 
Moved by Chris Norberg. Second by Tim Bivins. - Motion was amended by Chris 
Norberg and Tim Bivins to read: Motion to approve $99,589 out of the ARPA 
general fund, $50,411 from the Business and Economic Development Category, 
$50,000 from the 2023 reserves, and $50,000 from the 2024 reserves to fund the 
Kreider Golf Course Irrigation System (total of $250,000) to the Finance 
Committee for approval. Moved by Chris Norberg. Second by Tim Bivins. Roll 
call: Bob Olson - Yes, Jim Schielein - Yes, John Nicholson - Yes, Chris Norberg - 
Yes, Rick Humphrey - Abstained, Tim Bivins - Yes. Motion passes five (5) in favor, 
one (1) abstained.  
 
The Committee requested ARPA staff develop an award agreement for the 
Committee’s consideration to specify appropriate conditions for this project. 

VIII. Next Meeting Date (September 8, 2022)  

IX. Adjournment  

Motion to adjourn at 10:24 a.m. Moved by Chris Norberg. Second by Tim Bivins. Motion 
passed unanimously by voice vote.  
 

https://www.passageways.com/


American Rescue Plan Act
State & Local Fiscal 
Recovery Funds
Committee Meeting
AUGUST 8, 2022



Funds Allocated/Obligated
Total Award $    6,622,748 

Category Allocation Approved Balance 
Remaining 

Unapproved 
Requests

2023 Reserve $    1,000,000 $                   - $    1,000,000                $                   -
2024 Reserve $    1,000,000 $                   - $    1,000,000                   $                   -
Community Service Program $        250,000 $          119,392 $     130,608 $                20,000
Small Business Program $        500,000 $          499,988  $              12       $                     -
Business & Economic Dev. $        500,000 $          255,000 $     245,000   $                    -
Lee County Capital Projects $    1,500,000 $          605,360 $    894,640 $              838,279
General Requests* $    1,872,748 $       1,286,959 $     585,589   $           6,100,117

Totals $    6,622,748 $     2,766,699 $    3,855,849 $           6,958,395
*General Request allocation is the difference between total ARPA award and all previous categories



Additional Community Service 
Program Applicants-Action Items

 Teen Turf-Request of $10,000 for vehicle enclosure for van so 
garage can be used for additional storage space

 Green River Saddle Club-Request of $10,000 to make safety 
improvements to facility, assistance with utilities & operating costs



Action Items
 Approval of Boiler for Courts building $209,800 out of ARPA 

Funds. 

 Previously approved on 3/24/22 by County Board and was 
moved to ARPA for approval of expenditure out of ARPA funds

 Additional funds of $21,279 for IT Servers to Courts Building (this 
is in addition to the amount quoted & previously approved)



Community Service Program
1st Quarter Report Data

Hope Bible Fellowship-$1,400 in cash assistance for mission project, 
fuel assistance & benevolence requests

 Shining Star Children’s Advocacy Center-$351.68 for 
copier/scanner/fax lease agreement.  Funding previously used to 
cover this expenses has been unavailable since COVID

Dixon Family YMCA-$10,000 in funds used for financial assistance 
for families in the childcare program



Community Service Program
1st Quarter Report Data

 Meals on Wheels of Dixon-provided food assistance to 180 clients totaling 
$1,740 and $405.55 in agency assistance for phone bill, stamps, postage & 
insurance

 Sinnissippi Centers Inc-Rent/Mortgage Assistance totaling $447.45, $280 
cash assistance for gas cards for clients to use to attend job interviews

 United Way of Lee County-funds used to cover salary expenses for quarter, 
allowing community donations to go back into the community through the 
Summer Eats program 



Outstanding General ARPA 
Requests

18 outstanding requests totaling $6,100,117

$585,589 remains available in the General 
Requests Category



Outstanding 
General ARPA Requests

 Suggestion for review and decision making
 Each committee member to Pick Two Priority Projects

Review the project that receives the most votes. 

Discuss funding options for that requests

 If funds still remain, review the next project that received 
the second highest votes, and follow the same process



Questions, 
Comments, 
Feedback 

NEXT MEETING DATE 
THURSDAY SEPTEMBER 8, 2022

9:00 AM
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